TRAI' NI NG BULLETI N #81
BODY ARMOR VESTS
3/ 93

The Departnent has recently conpleted the distribution of body arnor vests
to Departnent nmenbers. The distribution plan called for each assigned
position in the field to be allocated a vest. Vests were al so distributed
to Administrative Staff positions.

This safety equipnent is provided to give nenbers responding to
potentially dangerous situations the maxi mum protection currently
avai | abl e.

Bal listic Protection and Conposition

The bal listic panels of the body arnor vests are conprised of multi-Ilayers
of Kevlar or Spectra Shield which provide a Threat Level or Protection
Level of I1A Body arnor vests have been found to be very effective in
protecting the wearer from blunt force trauma, sharp objects, |ow and
medi um ener gy handgun bull ets, shotgun pellets, and "slashing" type knife
attacks. They are not designed to protect against rifle fire.

Wearing and Conceal nent of Body Arnor Vests

A body arnor vest may be worn anytinme a nenber feels it is necessary to do
so. However, body arnor shall be worn prior to responding to any of the
foll owi ng incidents:

Assaults Wth a Deadly Wapon (ADW
Donestic Violence/ Fam |y Di sputes
Shoot i ngs

St abbi ngs/ Cut ti ngs

Sni per I ncidents/Police Standbys

O her Violent Crines or Conditions
Tactical Aerts

Incidents in known "trouble areas”

A body arnor vest should not be worn in a fashion that allows it to be
seen by a potential attacker. It should be covered by a brush jacket, EMS
safety coat, or the firefighting turnout coat.
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Protection froman attack depends on conceal nent of the vest so the
attacker cannot purposefully aimat or attack the unprotected part of the
body.

It is recognized that there may be a slight delay in response tinme while
menbers don their vests. However, it is vitally inportant, as a safety

i ssue, that body arnor be in place prior to entering a potentially hostile
envi ronnment .

Cl eani ng and Mai nt enance

The body arnor vests presently in use by our Departnment have been
purchased fromtwo different manufacturers and have different cleaning
requiremnents.

"Second Chance"

The ballistic panels cannot be renoved fromthis vest. The vest should be
cleaned with a cloth danpened with a solution of soap and water and
allowed to air dry in a shaded area. The vest should not be subnersed in
the solution as the ballistic protection will be destroyed. DO NOT USE
BLEACH.

"Saf aril and"

Prior to washing, the ballistic panels nust be renmoved fromthe nyl on

shell. This is acconplished by unfastening the velcro strips at the bottom
of each panel. Failure to renove the ballistic panels prior to washing
will destroy their ballistic protection. The nylon shell of the vest

manuf act ured by Safariland may be hand washed in COLD water and soap, and
air dried in the shade. DO NOT | RON. DO NOT USE BLEACH. Disregard the
manuf acturer's | abel which reads "Dry Ceaning Only."

A tenporary vest may be obtained on loan fromthe Battalion Ofice while
assi gned vest is being washed and dri ed.

For sanitary reasons, only nenbers who are assigned a vest nmay wear it
under their junpsuit or standard uniform Shared vests nust be worn over a
junmpsuit, standard uniform or work uniform

Repai rs

| f a body arnor vest should need any repairs to the outer shell, they may
be made by the nobile turnout repairman. Danaged ballistic panels shall be
sent to the Supply and Mai ntenance Division for replacenent or repair.
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| dentification

The proper procedure for identification of body arnor vests shall be
followed in accordance with the Manual of Operation, Volunme 2, Section
3/ 7-55.01.

Security

Wth the trenmendous increase in shooting and stabbing incidents over the
past several years, thefts of body arnmor may increase accordingly. Al
nmenbers shall store body arnor vests in a secured area, out of sight of
the public, when they are not being worn. Wien carried on Depart nment
apparatus, body arnor shall be stored in a conpartnent or in a | ocked
Rescue Anmbul ance.





